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MONTHLY REPORT AND CHECKLIST
MONTH

SEPTEMBER

CHECKLIST
1. Lesson 1
Lesson 1 - CD work
Pages in children's workbook (Pgs. 4, 5, 6 & 7)
Song - “There’s A Little Wheel A-Turnin’ In My Heart”

PERSONAL
REMINDERS
Work not completed and any
other reminders:

2. Lesson 2
Lesson 2 - CD work
Pages in children’s workbook (Pgs. 8 & 9)
Song - “Ard Mholadh Duit, A Dhia” (Round)

OCTOBER

1. Lesson 3:
Lesson 3 - CD work
Pages in children's workbook (Pgs. 10 & 11)
Song - “There’s A Hole In The Bucket” (2 Groups)

Work not completed and any
other reminders:

2. Lesson 4:
Lesson 4 - CD work
Pages in children’s workbook (Pgs. 12 & 13)
Song - “Sna Líonta” (Round)
3. Lesson 5:
Lesson 5 - CD work
Pages in children’s workbook (Pgs. 14, 15 & 16)
Song - “This Train”

NOVEMBER

1. Lesson 6:
Lesson 6 - CD work
Pages in children's workbook (Pgs. 17 & 18)
Song - “Óigeantacht” (Round)

Work not completed and any
other reminders:

2. Lesson 7:
Lesson 7 - CD work
Pages in children’s workbook (Pgs. 19 & 20)
Song - “Consider Yourself”

DECEMBER

1. Lesson 8:
Lesson 8 - CD work
Pages in children's workbook (Pgs. 21 & 22)
Song - “Céirdeanna”

Work not completed and any
other reminders:

2. Lesson 9:
Lesson 9 - CD work
Pages in children’s workbook (Pgs. 23, 24, 25 & 26)
Song - “The Whistling Gypsy”
3. Lesson 10:
Lesson 10 - CD work
Pages in children’s workbook (Pgs. 27, 28 & 29)
Song - “Amhrán Na Cuiginne”

JANUARY

1. Lesson 11:
Lesson 11 - CD work
Pages in children's workbook (Pgs. 30, 31 & 32)
Song - “The Ugly Bug Ball”
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Work not completed and any
other reminders:

MONTHLY REPORT AND CHECKLIST
MONTH

FEBRUARY

CHECKLIST
1. Lesson 12:
Lesson 12 - CD work
Pages in children's workbook (Pgs. 33, 34 & 35)
Song - “An Céilí Mór”

PERSONAL
REMINDERS
Work not completed and any
other reminders:

2. Lesson 13:
Lesson 13 - CD work
Pages in children’s workbook (Pgs. 36, 37 & 38)
Song - “The Gospel Train”

MARCH

1. Lesson 14:
Lesson 14 - CD work
Pages in children's workbook (Pgs. 39 & 40)
Song - “Is Trua Gan Peata ‘n Mhaoir Agam”

Work not completed and any
other reminders:

2. Lesson 15:
Lesson 15 - CD work
Pages in children’s workbook (Pgs. 41, 42, 43 & 44)
Song - “My Grandfather’s Clock”

APRIL

1. Lesson 16:
Lesson 16 - CD work
Pages in children's workbook (Pg. 45)
Song - “Nead Na Lachan Sa Mhúta”

Work not completed and any
other reminders:

2. Lesson 17:
Lesson 17 - CD work
Pages in children's workbook (Pg. 46)
Song - “The Little Boy And The Sheep”

MAY

1. Lesson 18:
Lesson 18 - CD work
Pages in children's workbook (Pg. 47)
Song - “Ar Maidin Moch Ag Cantaireacht”

Work not completed and any
other reminders:

2. Lesson 19:
Lesson 19 - CD work
Pages in children's workbook (Pg. 48)
Song - “Summer Holiday”
3. Lesson 20:
Lesson 20 - CD work
Pages in children’s workbook (Pgs. 49, 50, 51 & 52)
Song - “Néilí Bligh”

JUNE

Use this time to either finish lessons which were not
completed during the year, to revise songs taught
during the year, to up-date observation files and if you
have any musicians in your local area, invite them in, to
play for the children.
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Work not completed and any
other reminders:
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INTRODUCTION LESSON
RESOURCES REQUIRED

OBJECTIVES







CD 1
Teacher’s Flipchart
Wall Chart

Songs and backings can be found on CD 7 and
CD 8



MUSICAL CONCEPTS



The main objective of this introductory lesson is
to tell the children the story so far. This means
they will have an understanding of what they
will be doing during their lessons and it also
explains how the children in the classroom are
helping the people of Music Land change the
Wicked Wizard into a good person.
They will also be introduced, for the first time, to
the song “Change” which they will have to sing
at the beginning and end of every lesson. This
is a song which has l s m r and d intervals and
the aim is that over the year they will have
familiarised themselves with these intervals
without even knowing it.
The children will learn that the map of Ireland
will help them keep track of where the Wicked
Wizard is from week to week and it will also
help familiarise the children with places and
counties around Ireland.

STRANDS

As this is just an introductory lesson the only 
concept that is important at this stage is to
understand the story so far and learn the song
“Change”.
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Again, as this lesson is to set the scene for the
rest of the music scheme, the most important
thing at this point is that each child knows the
characters in the story and are very familiar with
the new song “Change”.

LESSON 13
RESOURCES REQUIRED

OBJECTIVES
The child will be enabled to:












Wall chart of map
Teacher’s Flipchart
CD 5
Children’s Workbook
Pencils for children to complete workbook
activities
Cut out of the Wicked Wizard (No. 3)
(To be photocopied from your teacher’s
manual)
Percussion instruments
(Always have percussion instruments within
easy reach because you will need them to
accompany song singing)
Songs and backings can be found on CD 7 and
CD 8










MUSICAL CONCEPTS









A Sense of Pulse
(Show a steady beat e.g. clapping/playing
percussion instruments)
A Sense of Pitch
(Imitate melodies)
A Sense of Timbre
(Classify instruments from the way they are
played and the style of music which they play,
differentiate between a selection of Irish
instruments)
A Sense of Texture
(Listen and respond to music from one source
and from more than one source and be able to
recognise which instruments are playing a
piece of music)
A Sense of Style
(Listen and respond to music in different styles
i.e. Irish music)

Recognise and differentiate between Irish
instruments from listening to examples i.e. Tin
Whistle, Harp, Bodhrán, Concertina, Uileann
Pipes, Fiddle, Flute, Banjo, Guitar and
Mandolin.
Listen to a piece of Irish music and identify
individual Irish instruments which are playing
the piece.
Recognise and sing the song “The Gospel
Train”.
Show a steady beat as they will be asked to
clap and/or accompany the singing with
percussion instruments.
Sing familiar songs with increasing control of
musical elements e.g. loud/soft, high/low, fast/
slow etc.

STRANDS
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Listening and Responding
Listening and Responding to music:
*Recognise and differentiate between Irish
instruments from listening to examples i.e. Tin
Whistle, Harp, Bodhrán, Concertina, Uileann
Pipes, Fiddle, Flute, Banjo, Guitar and
Mandolin.
*Listen to a piece of Irish music and identify
individual Irish instruments which are playing
the piece.
Performing
Song Singing:
*Recognise and sing with increasing vocal
control e.g. dynamics (loud/soft), familiar songs
e.g. “The Gospel Train”.
*Sing simple tune entitled “Change”. This
simple song uses the l s m r and d intervals so
the children are becoming familiar with these
intervals without knowing it. It will be used at
the beginning and end of every lesson.
*Show a steady beat while accompanying song
singing with percussion instruments.
Playing Instruments:
*Play simple percussion instruments e.g.
striking triangle, beating drum while
accompanying song singing.
Composing
Improvising and Creating:
*Sing familiar songs with increasing control of
musical elements e.g. loud/soft, high/low, fast/
slow etc.

INTRODUCTION








DEVELOPMENT

The wall chart of the map of Ireland shows the 
position of the Wicked Wizard from week to
week. It should be in a visible place on the wall
so the students can see for themselves where
the Wizard is. By having it in a visible place the
children unknowingly will be familiarising
themselves with places and counties around
Ireland.
The flipchart for lesson 13 should be put in an
area of the classroom where the children can
see it clearly.
Listen to the King of Music Land on CD explain 
what this lesson is about i.e. Lesson 13 (Irish
music) and follow the instructions given.
Each lesson, on CD, has been divided up into
shorter tracks so that if you need to go back 
over a certain part of the lesson then it is easier
to do so.
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To begin any lesson in “Music Made Easy” for
2nd Class, the children are required to sing the
song “Change” which they have learned in the
introductory lesson. This song is the song which
will reinforce the l s m r and d intervals. Since
lesson 11 the children have been using the
tonic solfa names while singing the song. This
should continue until the end of the scheme
which is up to and including lesson 20. Without
knowing it the children are training their ear to
recognise the l s m r and d intervals.
The Narrator, the King of Music Land, will
explain in detail what the children have to do to
complete the tasks in this lesson i.e. Lesson 13
(Irish music).
This lesson concerns itself mostly with getting
the children familiar with the sounds of
instruments which most commonly play Irish
music. You will find that a number of these
instruments can be used to play other styles of
music also. It is important that the children
realise that the way in which an instrument is
played and the type of music it plays can make
a difference to its sound.
There are ten instruments covered in all: Tin
Whistle, Harp, Bodhrán, Concertina, Uileann
Pipes, Fiddle, Flute, Banjo, Guitar and
Mandolin. Each sample of music played will
demonstrate each instrument as it would sound
playing Irish music. The children will be
expected to recognise from listening to the
samples, which instrument is playing.
Once each instrument has been heard, the
children will get a chance to listen to them all
again without interruption.
In exercise one, the children are asked to listen
to the samples and put a tick beside the
instrument which is playing the piece of music.
In numbers one to five, there will be one
instrument playing. In numbers six to eight,
there will be two instruments playing, one after
the other. In numbers nine and ten, there will be
three instruments playing, one after the other.
The second exercise is more difficult. There will
be a piece of Irish music played. The children
are asked to listen carefully to the piece. While
listening they are asked to pick out which
instruments (from the ten covered in the lesson)
are actually playing in the piece. A hint is given.
There are four instruments playing the music.
The music is on a separate track. This means
you can replay it as many times as you wish. It
may take a few times before everyone has
figured out the answer.

CONCLUDING ACTIVITY AND
FOLLOW UP






ASSESSMENT

We have now arrived at the part of the lesson 
where the children are asked to place the
cut-out of the Wicked Wizard on the map of
Ireland. The cut-out, for this lesson, should be 
placed in Co. Westmeath.
The next part of the lesson requires the children
to learn the song “The Gospel Train”. This part
of the lesson should be done separately from 
the rest of the lesson as it may take up too
much time if done the same day. When you are
teaching the song to the children, it would be
great if you could discuss whether the song
needs to be sung in a certain way i.e. loud/soft,
fast/slow etc. or if you could introduce extras
like percussion instruments and arrange how
they would be played during the song.
Introduce graphics or symbols to indicate to the
children what they need to play on their
percussion instruments and when they need to
play. There is an example of how this could be
approached at the end of lesson 1. Have some
fun with the arrangement of the percussion
instruments and let the children give their input.
The song should be written on a list somewhere
in the classroom and as the children learn more
songs they can add to the list. This is great for
their sense of achievement as they see the list
growing from week to week. It also helps the
teacher to know at a glance what songs have
been covered as the year progresses. (Include
songs covered other than songs in this scheme
of work.)

The best form of assessment is the teacher’s
observation of the students as they carried out
their tasks.
The workbooks will act as a good back-up to
the teacher’s observation. You will have a
written record in the workbooks indicating each
child’s progression.
There is a score/observation card enclosed with
this set of lesson plans. It might be advisable to
enter the scores/observations of each child as
they go along. This is so you don’t have a back
log to catch up on at a later date and as the
year develops, improvements made or not
made are clearly defined.

ANSWERS - LESSON 13
Exercise 1
No. 1 = Fiddle
No. 2 = Mandolin
No. 3 = Bodhrán
No. 4 = Harp
No. 5 = Concertina
No. 6 = Flute and Tin Whistle
No. 7 = Banjo and Uileann Pipes
No. 8 = Guitar and Concertina
No. 9 = Fiddle, Harp and Bodhrán
No. 10 = Flute, Uileann Pipes and Mandolin
Exercise 2
From the selection given, there are four instruments playing this piece of Irish music.
The instruments are: Guitar, Flute, Tin Whistle and Fiddle.
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THERE’S A LITTLE WHEEL A-TURNIN’
IN MY HEART
(There are 2 sharps in the key signature for this song. This means it is in the key of “D”.)

108

THERE’S A LITTLE WHEEL A-TURNIN’
IN MY HEART
1
D

There's a little wheel a-turnin' in my heart,
G

D

There's a little wheel a-turnin' in my heart,
E A7 D

In my heart, in my heart.
Gm D

G

D

There's a little wheel a-turnin' in my heart.
E A7 D

In my heart, in my heart.
Gm D

G

D

There's a little wheel a-turnin' in my heart.
2
There's a little song a-singin' in my heart,
There's a little song a-singin' in my heart,
In my heart, in my heart.
There's a little song a-singin' in my heart.
In my heart, in my heart.
There's a little song a-singin' in my heart.
3
Oh, I feel so very happy in my heart,
Oh, I feel so very happy in my heart,
In my heart, in my heart.
Oh, I feel so very happy in my heart,
In my heart, in my heart.
Oh, I feel so very happy in my heart,
Oh, I feel so very happy in my heart.
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157

In the spaces provided, write the
letters of the alphabet which are
used when naming the notes on the
keyboard.

3

2

4

5

The white note which can be found
before a set of three black notes is
called F. How many F’s can you count
on the keyboard we have been using?

3

Is it ?

4

1

2

5

QUESTIONS

2

3

C

D

Is it ?

3

2

3

E

F

On the keyboard, what is the
name given to the note which
can be found between a set of
two black notes?

On the keyboard below, find all the E notes and write them in.

A

B

What is the name given to the white note
which can be found before a set of two
black notes?

Is it ?

2

3

EXERCISE 1
Listen carefully to the CD. Follow the instructions given.

Lesson 2

EXERCISE 2
Put a tick in the box beside the word “Higher”, if the 2nd note is higher.
Put a tick in the box beside the word “Lower”, if the 2nd note is lower.
Put a tick in the box beside the word “Same”, if the 2nd note is the same.

1

3

5

7

9

HIGHER

2

HIGHER

LOWER

LOWER

SAME

SAME

HIGHER

4

HIGHER

LOWER

LOWER

SAME

SAME

HIGHER

6

HIGHER

LOWER

LOWER

SAME

SAME

HIGHER

8

HIGHER

LOWER

LOWER

SAME

SAME

HIGHER

10

HIGHER

LOWER

LOWER

SAME

SAME

SCORE / OBSERVATION:
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